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Imeem Unseats Yahoo: Top U.S. Music-Streaming Site

By Eliot Van Buskirk B4 May 13, 2008 | 2:23:30 PM Categories: Digital Music News

Imeem has taken over Yahoo's throne by
becoming the No. 1 streaming music site in
the United States.
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SeeqPod and ReverbNation launched in 2006, while Pandora added social features and the original
MP3.com catalog showed up on iLike.

In 2007, MOG realized that YouTube had the rights to stream all sorts of music legally and that, as a result,
one of the best ways to offer a music service was to mash YouTube through music filters. Meanwhile, Yahoo
infuriated Musicmatch users by upgrading them to Yahoo Music Engine, which they didn't want, causing
us to wonder why they bothered paying $160 million for Musicmatch in the first place.

In 2007, Deezer launched a free on-demand music playback service, QLoud and Songza got in on the
YouTube musical mashup game, Jango launched its extremely social streaming radio (we gave away 100
free invites) and imeem began offering label-sanctioned music on user slideshows. The same year, Pandora
added yet more social features and SeeqPod started letting people embed music from servers all over the
world on their blogs for free.

What was Yahoo doing while all this was happening? Thinking about shuttering its DRM-ed music
subscription service.

Capping off the year, and dealing what could have been the crucial blow to Yahoo, imeem signed deals with
all four major labels for free on-demand music streaming.

Last.fm signed similar deals in early 2008 and SeegPod integrated with the iPhone and an online ticketer.
Muxtape, meanwhile, launched on March 25, so it was only online for seven days of March 2008, yet still
made the list.

In what could become another blow to Yahoo, imeem has opened its massive media catalog to third parties
with an API that allows outside developers to create music apps that access its library. It's said to be
expanding its relationships with music blogs over the next several months.
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